
An archipelago is like a fold in time 
 

In 2015 artists Natasha Rosling, Alexander Stevenson, Alistair Grant and Simon Lee Dicker travelled to Orkney, on a residency. Each artist stayed on a 
separate island, and made work in response to their surroundings. In the autumn/winter of 2017, they will exhibit their work at Hestercombe in Somerset, a 
large country house with a formal garden that is regarded as one of the greatest collaborative achievements of Gertrude Jekyll and Edward Lutyens.  

 

 

Spending several days in view of the island, 

The Holm, which was the originally intended 

destination (‘stuck on the wrong side’). There 

is a belief that there was once a causeway 

across, now washed away. The friction of the 

weather, the resistance. Natural forces so 

present and so powerful. Utilising sound 

recording as a way to fathom natural 

processes, an opportunity to listen to a 

visceral depth of field.  

 

 

 

A sea-going buoy that has shed its moorings. 

Cast away like a seed pod, like the light cast by 

the lighthouse. Preserving information inside a 

sealed structure about where it has come 

from. Testing the relationship to its (and his) 

point of origin.  

 

 

 

 

Supine figure dreaming digitised memories of 

walking on a ‘skin of land’.  

 

 

 

 

Drawings of pebbles which people had 

stacked on the beach. Overlaid with diagrams 

of crystalline structures drawn many decades 

previously by a geologist working locally, and 

numbers taken from route maps for climbers 

scaling The Old Man of Hoy. (Microscale). 

Climber’s chalk as a mark-making tool. Being 

able to see Caithness, but none of the other 

islands.  
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Nowadays, islands are considered remote, 

made awkward by our incapacity to move 

between them independently. Few here today 

can pilot a boat for any distance, and instead 

move overland, on paths and roadways 

maintained for easy traversal. In the past, the 

opposite was true. Ancient human migratory 

routes followed coastlines, and the sea was 

easier and safer to cross than the hinterland. 

It is thus hardly surprising that Orkney, an 

archipelago of small islands clustered almost 

swimmably close to the Caithness mainland, 

should have such a long history of human 

habitation. 

Somerset - the name means ‘summer land’. (It 

is called Gwlad Yr Haf in Welsh, which means 

the same, but this name is probably even 

older). It refers to the low-lying nature of large 

parts of the county, the way that it is so boggy 

for much of the time. Our ancestors, so the 

names would suggest, did not attempt year-

round habitation. But today, floods which turn 

villages into islands are regarded as a terrible 

assault on propriety.  

* 

Using modes of transport affordable to 

today’s average artist, it can take 3 days to get 

from Somerset to some of the Orkney Islands. 

Previously, when transportation was so much 

slower, and prior to the advent of things like 

television, how might the inhabitants of each 

location have regarded one another’s homes? 

* 

A formal garden invites movement, and 

contrives particular ways of delineating space 

that could otherwise be traversed quickly and 

simply. It could be seen as a problematisation 

of walking, for pleasure. It awakens a curiosity 

to move, to perambulate, to explore, of a kind 

you might normally associate with children. 

Planting schemes heighten this, doing 

something similar for the eyes – lines of 

walking and lines of vision intersecting, 

deflecting, harmonising, for pleasure. The 

temporality of a garden is a geographic thing, 

a folding of time and space. 

The lines of sight at Hestercombe, from the 

formal garden, extend out across Taunton 

Deane, but block the view of the surrounding 

agricultural land which presents an altogether 

different sort of score for walking. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

gard – 1. Enclosure, fence. 2. Halo around the 

sun or moon. 

gardbalk – Ridge of earth marking the 

boundary between patches of arable land. 

gart – 1. Enclosed uncultivated patch of land. 

2. Farm.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

‘I am old now and never… leave home, though 

I am still working at my desk and bench. I do 

designs and alterations of gardens now by 

plan and description only and have done this 

for the last few years with satisfaction to my 

clients’. 1/32 or 1/16 of an inch to a foot for 

layout plans; 1/8 of an inch to a foot for 

planting plans. 
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‘On the client’s copies of the plans the 

retaining walls and the borders at their feet 

were drawn on one sheet of paper which was 

then folded so that the wall became vertical, 

thus giving the client, who perhaps found 

ordinary plans confusing, a much better 

understanding of what was intended’. 


